Orientation Skit: Student Irritating Behavior
Two Requests


From Common Sense Teaching ESL
If you are one of those teachers who has never encountered a student's irritating classroom manner, you can delete this memo at this point.

On ___________, from __________, an ESL orientation will be held in ___________.  For part of the workshop, we plan to present 4-6 skits showing students the types of somewhat common classroom behavior that is irritating to teachers.  It seems that often students do things that they are unaware of, so we hope that this might help them see what the teacher sees.

I have 2 requests:

Request 1) We would like to ask for your ideas on what you think would be good for students to be aware of; they should be things that we could demonstrate through the skits.

Example 1: At the start of class, the teacher asks all the students to turn in their homework.  Almost everyone does this, except a couple of spaced out students who just sit there.  As the teacher comes around picking up the homework, the spaced out ones finally start looking for their papers, making the teacher stand and wait.

Example 2: Students are in groups of 3 or 4.  One student just looks at his paper during the discussion, contributing nothing or just a few very short answers.

Request 2) We'll need 6-8 of our current students to play the roles of students in the skits.

Could you:

1) send me any ideas you'd have for the skits by ___________.

2) tell me the names of currents students whom you think could be consider to play the acting roles.

Between ________ and ___________, we'll to decide which ideas to put into skits and do a rehearsal.

