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Reading Journals

Purpose: Research shows that students can improve their writing by reading.  Reading can help you improve your grammar in a natural way, increase your vocabulary and help you organize your ideas when you write.

Assignment: 

( You will read at least 1 hour a week.  You may want to read 30 minutes on two different days or an hour on one day.

( Every Monday, you will give me your journal for that week.

( A Reading Journal Reader will read your journal and return it to you the next week.

Sources: You can choose almost anything.  You should choose:


( something that is interesting to you.  It can be about sports, fashion, music, movies etc.


( something that you can understand about 80% of without using a dictionary.


( a novel, magazine article, newspaper article.  Do not write about things that you are reading in your college courses, for example, from your Math or History or Psychology courses.

Journal: Each day that you read, you will write a journal entry.  In other words, if you read for 30 minutes on 2 days, you will have 2 journal entries that week.  There are 2 parts:

1) Summary of what you read.  (Look at the examples of how much you should write for a 30 minute reading.)  

2) Reflection.  You should write a paragraph describing your thoughts after reading the sources.  These can be:

( what was interesting about the passage.  (“This was interesting because …)

( what you learned.  (“From this passage, I learned that …)

( your experience with the topic. (“This reminded me of …)

( your opinion of the passage.  

Format: You should follow this format or you will not receive credit for the assignment:

Name:

Date: 

Source (title of book, magazine, newspaper): 

Pages read: 

Amount of time reading: ___ minutes
Summary: 
Reflection: 

Example Options:

( You can read a passage for one hour and write one reading journal entry.  

( You can read a passage for 30 minutes, write a journal entry and read another passage for 30 minutes and write a second journal entry.  This would count as one hour.

The sample below has two journal entries of 30 minutes each.  Therefore, these two combined will count as one hour.  (The more your write, the more practice you will get, and the more comments you will be able to get from the Reading Journal Reader.)

Sample 1

Name: Steve Wilson
Date: Jan. 14, 2008
Source: Seattle Times
Pages read: 2
Amount of time reading: 30 minutes
Summary: This article is about a 22-year old man who recently graduated from college with a business degree.  He decided to start his own company selling an $89 digital camera.  He started with only $1500 that his college friend gave him to use as an investment.  He is using his apartment as his office until he is able to make enough money to get a separate office.  The article describes how he spends his day trying to get his business started, the frustrations he feels dealing with the camera producer and the money worries he has about money.  For example, he needs to find $21,000 in order to buy the first 500 cameras.  This is only the first part of a series of articles that will follow this man over the year.
Reflection: After reading this article, I realized how difficult it is to start a new business.  This man worked about 18 hours a day.  Although he had a lot of worries, he also seemed very excited about being his own boss and the chance to make a lot of money.  I’m also interested in starting a company, so I look forward to reading more about what happens to him.

Sample 2

Name: Steve Wilson
Date: Jan. 16, 2008
Source: The Pigman (an novel)
Pages read: 10
Amount of time reading: 30 minutes
Summary: At the beginning of this story, we meet the main character, John, who is a high school student.  We learn that he doesn’t like school and doesn’t get along with parents.  But he seems clever and when he gets bored in school he pulls some interesting pranks.  He has funny ways of describing his teachers and the school librarian.  For example, the librarian is rather heavy and wears nylon stockings so when she walk, her legs brush next to each other and make a funny swooshing noise.  He also talks about the other students in his school and the different groups.  It seems that John doesn’t have a lot of friends because he is a bit different from the others.

Reflection: From the story so far, I’m learning about American high school students and the types of things that they think about.  They seem very different from students in my country because we have more respect for our teachers.  But some of the problems that he has with his parents are similar to the ones I had with mine.  For example, my father, like John’s, wouldn’t listen to my opinion and often criticized me for the type of clothes I wore and how long my hair was.
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